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On June 20, during a House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee hearing, Asst. Secretary of State for
international narcotics matters, Melvyn Levitsky, said that millions of US aid dollars donated
toward anti-drug efforts in Peru would be used in part to fight guerrillas. Levitsky said, "I want to
be very frank in saying that where the insurgency and the drug traffickers are inextricably bound
together, we have to deal with them together." The subcommittee's acting chairperson, Rep. Peter
Kostmayer (D-Penn.) questioned whether the US was being drawn into a counterinsurgency war
that "we cannot win." He added, "I continue to have grave doubts about the militarization of the
Andean anti-narcotics effort. Are we getting the United States involved through the back door
in fighting guerrilla wars?" The Bush administration has committed $35 million in military aid
to Peru. President-elect Alberto Fujimori has not yet announced whether he will accept the US
aid package. The subcommittee hearing followed the release of a private study, prepared by the
Rand Corporation and sponsored in part by the State Department, which predicted a military
coup in Peru, result of growing economic and political turmoil. In Lima on June 21, president-elect
Alberto Fujimori told foreign correspondents that he supports US anti-drug assistance as long as
it is comprised of economic cooperation and military advisory components. Direct participation of
US troops on Peruvian territory, he added, will not be permitted. (Basic data from New York Times,
Notimex, 06/21/90)
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